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Foreword

The adobe house, as it has evolved in New Mex-
ico, is one of the very few distinctively American
contributions to domestic architecture.

In both a literal and cultural sense it grew out of
our own soil. And in Santa Fe in particular it has
been responsible for preserving a municipal char-
acter which has attracted both residents and vis-
itors from all parts of the world.

For the adobe house itself embodies all the unique
strands of our southwestern history—Indian, Span-
ish, and even North African—running back to that
Pharaoh who withheld from the children of Israel
the straw for his sun-baked bricks!

Thus for centuries such houses have represented
the practical wisdom of people who learned how to
use the materials at hand, to build homes that fit-
ted the climate and landscape in which they lived.
And to give these homes forms, dimensions, and
coloring, which made them a true folk art.

The adobe house, then, is one of our richest in-
heritances, a true "“natural resource,” that we may
well cherish; one worthy of study to preserve its
unique values within the framework of today’s liv-
ing requirements.

Thirty-six years ago three New Mexicans who
felt this way about the adobe house, and who had
practical experience with building and living in
such houses, published a now rare pamphlet to en-
courage the preservation and development of this
inheritance. It is this same pamphlet, in its orig-
inal character, which is here reproduced for you—
plus a Bibliography for further blessings on your
homemaking.

James Webb Young
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